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Technology affects all areas of our lives.  There is hardly anyone who hasn’t 

had the technological impact of the modern society.  For example, look at the 

phone you use.  When telephone was first invented, we could only use it for an oral 

communication.  Now, with technological advances, we have multiple ways to 

communicate using our phones.  We use the phone not only to talk, but also to 

send text messages, emails, documents, picture and videos, or even having a video 

chat.  We can have a virtual meeting with people in any part of the world as long as 

they have an internet connection.  Technology is amazing.   

Technology also makes life easier.  It’s now possible to buy nearly anything 

you can dream of online, from clothing to groceries and even cars.  They deliver 

the items you buy to your home.   Now we can even buy a house online.  

Obviously, they would not be able to deliver the house to your home but if you are 

moving to a new location, and you need a house to move into, you can buy a house 

in the new location without making multiple trips to the new location.  Maybe you 

don’t have to visit there at all.   

It is possible to perform everyday tasks faster and with less energy on our 

part.  For instance, with a robotic vacuum cleaner, you can vacuum a room with a 

push of a button.  You don’t have to do anything.  You don’t even need to be there. 

Instead of spending 30 minutes vacuuming, you push a button and go do 

something else.  Technology is wonderful and it never stops amazing us. 

As amazing as it is, technology is something that constantly changes but 

technology is not the only thing that changes constantly.  In fact, everything 

changes constantly.  Nothing stays the same.  Nothing stays exactly as it is.  There 

is such a thing called “The Law of Constant Change.”  This law states that 

everything in our life is in constant change, constantly in the process of becoming 

something else.
1
 

Our knowledge, experience, health, financial situation, friendship, career 

possibilities, life opportunities, are all constantly changing and becoming 

something else.  This could be frightening, as most of us desire stability but 

                                                           
1
 https://www.hrfuture.net/talent-management/personal-development/the-law-of-constant-change/ 

http://www.ewumc.org/


Sermon by Rev. Dr. Daesun Chung  Yield to the Lord More 2 

 

East Whittier United Methodist Church  562-698-2241   www.ewumc.org 
10005 South Cole Road, Whittier, CA 90603  Thursday Zoom Worship: 7 PM; Sunday Worship: 10 AM 

whether we like it or not, we ourselves and our circumstances will constantly 

change.   

Our faith journey is no different.  It is also constantly changing.  Either we 

grow in spirit and become closer to the Lord or we drift away from his presence 

and his grace.  We don’t remain the same.   

It reminds me of what John Newton once said.  He said, 

“I am not what I might be; 

I am not what I should be; 

I am not what I wish to be; 

I am not what I hope to be. 

But I thank God that I am not what I used to be, 

And I can say with the great apostle, 

“By the grace of God, I am what I am.”” 

We do constantly change and become someone else, hopefully for the better.  

As someone has said: 

Watch your thoughts; they become words. 

Watch your words; they become actions. 

Watch your actions; they become habits. 

Watch you habits; they become character. 

Watch your character; they become your destiny. 

As we constantly change, I pray that our change creates God’s holiness in us.   

In our passage today, we find Jesus sending out his disciples on an 

evangelism mission.  He said to them, “Don’t go to the Gentiles or Samaritans, but 

only to the people of Israel, God’s lost sheep.”  Don’t you find that interesting?   

Didn’t Jesus command his disciples to go the ends of the earth to preach the 

gospel?  We call that “the Great Commission.”  So why is he prohibiting his 

disciples from giving the good news anyone except to the Jews?  Is it because they 

are not ready to share the gospel with the whole world?  What is the message the 

disciples were to share with the Jews in this mission?  They were to share with the 

Israelites that “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  There is urgency in the 

message, and this message is for the Israelites.   
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From the Old Testament we learn that God chose the Israelites to be a 

special people to him.  It is through them that the whole world would be blessed 

and come to know God.  God had chosen the Israelites to be a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation.   

However, in order to evangelize all the nations, it was necessary for the 

Israelites to become truly God’s holy people.  They needed to be the people that 

truly knew God and honored him.  They might not have the absolute holiness, but 

they needed to constantly grow in holiness and in grace.   

The message, “the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” is to remind them that 

they needed to return to their mission.  So, through them, the whole world would 

be blessed.  This is why Jesus sent his disciples to the lost sheep of Israel.   

If we apply this principle to today’s Church, we can see that Jesus still 

expects the Church to strengthen its faith before it goes out to evangelize other 

people.  The Church, the community of true believers of Christ, is God’s people.  It 

is the holy nation.  The Church is the one that has the Great Commission, the 

commission to go out and make the whole world Christ’s disciples.  That is the 

Church’s task.  It is our task.   

How can we do that unless we become strong in faith?  It is almost sarcastic 

but someone has said that “the church is today’s greatest mission field.”  If Jesus 

were here on earth today physically, he would probably send his disciples to the 

church first, because without the Church being strong in faith, the Great 

Commission cannot be fulfilled.  Had he been here today, Jesus would have said, 

“Don’t go to the unbelievers; don’t go to the gang infested areas.  Rather go to the 

lost sheep of the Church.” 

The Church must have vital relationship with the Lord before it can convert 

the world.  The Church must be growing in faith and spirit before it can be used for 

God’s purpose.   

Martin Luther once said, “The life of Christianity consists possessive 

pronounce.”  It is one thing to say, “Jesus is the Lord” or “Christ is the Savior.”  

That is different from saying, “Jesus is MY Savior and MY Lord!”  Anyone can 

say “Jesus is the Lord” or “Christ is the Savior,” but only the true followers of 

Christ can confess from the heart “Jesus is MY Lord and MY Savior.” 

The words like “Born Again” or “Conversion” is a common expression in 

our religious language.  However, it is not very often used these days in the United 
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Methodist Church or in mainline churches for that matter.  The way these terms are 

often used is to point to the moment when an individual makes a commitment to 

follow Christ.  It points to the beginning of Christian walk.   

However, the words “Conversion” or “Born Again” are one of the most 

powerful descriptions of what Christianity is all about, and it is not to be 

understood as momentary experience.  Rather it should be understood as an 

ongoing process.  We are to be constantly converted, constantly being born again, 

and constantly being made whole.   

To be a Christian is to be born again.  Jesus said to Nicodemus, a Jewish 

religious leader, that he must be born again.  Being born again is not an option for 

the followers of Christ.  We are to be constantly changed to be like Christ.  This 

may be a slow process.  Nevertheless, we must have it.   

Our body is constantly changing.  No matter what shape we are in, if we eat 

healthy and exercise regularly, our body starts to respond and becomes healthier.  

Even if we are healthy now, if we stop exercising and start eating unhealthy food, 

then our body will change accordingly.   

The same happens with our spirit.  If we don’t build up our spirit, if we don’t 

exercise our faith, it will become weakened.   

There is no difference between great saints and great sinners when it comes 

to the basic human nature.  All people have some similar instincts, drives, and 

desires.  They all have a desire to belong, an aspiration for success, a fear of failure, 

a yearning for attention, a longing for intimacy, a craving for power, so on and so 

forth.  All people have the same wants and desires.   

What separates saints and sinners is the indwelling spirit of God.  The 

indwelling spirit of God directs us on to how to use those drives, passions, and 

instincts.   

When we yield ourselves to the Lord, the Spirit of God starts to work in us.  

As much as we yield ourselves to the Lord, that much we become Christ like.  If 

we yield a little, we will have little evidence of Christ working in our lives.  If we 

yield much, we will become a saint.  Then evangelism becomes natural.  The Great 

Commission becomes our life style.   

Tony Campolo tells a story about a man named Joe.  Joe was an alcoholic, 

living on the street.  He was negative, dirty, and miserable but one day, he came to 
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Bowery mission in New York, and after hearing the gospel message, he gave his 

life to the Lord, and everything changed.   

Joe became the most caring person that anyone associated with the mission 

had ever known.  Of course, it didn’t happen overnight but Joe yielded his life 

more and more each and every day.  Joe spent days and nights hanging out at the 

mission doing whatever needed to be done.  Quite often he needed to clean up the 

vomit or scrub the toilets after careless people.  Almost all the people who came to 

the mission were the ones whose lives were messed up.  Joe cared for them.  He 

treated them with respect and love.  He understood them, their addiction, their 

struggle, their fear, and their hopelessness, and because of his care, whoever came 

to the mission encountered Christ in Joe.   

One evening, during the worship service at the mission, there was one man 

who came forward to the altar and knelt there to pray.  He cried out for God to 

change him.  He kept shouting, “Oh God, change me!  Make me like Joe!  Make 

me like Joe!  Make me like Joe!”   

The director of the mission leaned over and said to the man, “Son, I think it 

would be better to ask God to make you like Jesus!”   The man looked up and 

asked, “Is he like Joe?”
2
  

Do people encounter Jesus when they see you, or when they hear you? Let 

us yield ourselves to the Lord more and more so that we may become Christ like 

more and more.    

                                                           
2
 Tony Campolo, Everything You’ve Heard Is Wrong, (Dallas: Word Publishing, 1992), p. 73. 
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