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Why Don’t They Listen? 

Romans 10:11-17 

September 8, 2019 

Former President Bill Clinton once commented saying, “Being President is 

like running a cemetery: you’ve got a lot of people under you . . . and nobody’s 

listening.”
1
 

The Bible says that listening is very important in building our faith, and 

building our relationship with the Lord.  It says, “Faith comes from hearing the 

message.”
2
  I am sure hearing the message takes many different forms: an auditory 

hearing, a conviction in the heart, a thought during a meditation, an inspiration 

from a reading or from a conversation, to name a few.  Whatever the form it may 

take, faith comes from hearing the message. 

Many people seem to equate faith with believing, believing in the existence 

of God.  However, faith is much more than just believing.  It certainly starts with 

believing, but believing itself or believing alone is not faith.   

James 2:19 says, “You believe that there is one God.  Good!  Even the 

demons believe that – and shudder.”  Even the demons believe in the existence of 

God.  In other words, faith requires much more than just believing.  It requires 

trusting, and relying on God.  Faith demands an absolute and unconditional 

obedience.   

Since faith includes trust, reliance, and obedience, it affects the way we live.  

When we trust God, rely upon him, and obey him, it will affect all our decisions, 

and will determine the way we live and the values we hold.  If a person believes 

that there is God, but that belief does not shape his life in any meaningful way, 

then his belief is not faith.  It is nothing more than a cognitive acknowledgment.    

Since faith includes, trust, reliance and obedience, it not only affects the way 

we live, but it also affects our world views.  It affects our perception, the way we 

see and interpret all the things that happen in our lives.   

People of faith see and recognize God’s involvement in their lives no matter 

what they experience.  Faith does that.  It helps us see God’s involvement in all 

areas of life.  It draws us close to God.   

                                                 
1
 From King Duncan’s sermon “Do You Know How to Listen?”, www.esermons.com. 

2
 Romans 10:17a. 
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But people without faith do not experience God’s presence in their lives, 

because they do not open their hearts and minds to the possibility of God’s 

involvement.  I am sure there are different reasons why they do not open their 

hearts to the Lord.  One of the reasons could be that they are strongly influenced by 

the secular spirit of our time.  Most of us are trained to look for scientific 

explanations for all the events that take place.  If a natural disaster happens, we 

seek for scientific explanations for it.  If we have a serious illness, we ask the 

doctors for the reasons and the treatments.  If a horrific crime happens in society, 

we ask law enforcement to give us the possible explanations for the crime and 

future prevention plans.  We tend to examine every event, every incident with a 

“cause and effect”, and the present age seeks its answers from science and logic.  

While science is important, we also need to see divine involvement in all of these.   

Some people say they don’t believe or trust God because they don’t want to 

believe in something they cannot understand or explain.  Many things in life are 

not explainable or understandable.  God is certainly too big for us to understand.  If 

we can fully understand God, if we can figure him out, will it be God?  God is 

much bigger than what we can comprehend.  What he does with all his knowledge 

and power is way beyond us.   

So, the question is, “Can we rely on something that we do not fully 

understand?” 

Almost everything in life is a judgment call.  For example, we rely on all 

kinds of machines all the time.  We use telephones, TVs, air conditioners, cars, 

various appliances, etc., but do we know how they work?  I am sure some of the 

mechanical people understand how they work, but most of us don’t.  We just know 

how to use them.  We may not understand how all the parts of each of these 

machines work.  I mean individual parts.  Also, we may not know how different 

parts work together.  Yet we still use and rely on them.   

When we drive a car, we don’t need to know all the things about how the 

engine works, how the transmission works, or how the differential works.  We 

don’t need to know all the technical things.  All we need to know is how to turn the 

engine on and how to drive the car.  Everyone who has a license to drive already 

knows more than enough to make a good judgment call regarding whether the car 

will get us to the place where we want to go or not, by looking at the gas level.  

However, if we know more about the car, we will have a stronger assurance 

whether we can rely on the car or not. 
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That is how it works with our relationship with the Lord.  We don’t need to 

know all the things about God before we can trust and rely on him.  If we have 

more knowledge of him, because of the longevity of our relationship with him, and 

the knowledge of the Scripture, then we will be able to trust him more.  If our faith 

were deeper and stronger, then we would be able to rely upon him more.  The more 

we know him, the deeper we can trust him.   

One of the ways to get to know the Lord is by immersing ourselves in the 

words of the Bible.  “Faith,” the Bible says, “comes from hearing the message.”  In 

other words, “Faith comes from knowing the message of the Lord.” 

But then some people find spiritual discipline more difficult than others.  To 

them it is a burden, it is more than they can handle, at least initially.  Some people 

don’t like order or structure.  They don’t like rules and regulations.   

People don’t like to be bothered by anyone, or restricted by rules and 

regulations.  This is why some people equate religion with restriction.  Religion 

has some rules and regulations.  It has “do’s and don’ts.”  It has expectations of 

moral and ethical practices.  Some people don’t want that.   

A Swiss man, Jean Francois Vernetti, is an interesting person.  His name is 

listed in the Guiness Book in 2004 for having the greatest collection of "Do Not 

Disturb" signs.  He has traveled to 131 countries and collected 2,915 “Do Not 

Disturb” signs in variety of languages.  His goal in life is to collect “Do Not 

Disturb” signs from all around the world, from all 195 countries in the world.
3
 

I guess “Do Not Disturb” is a universal sign.  People don’t want to be 

bothered by anyone.  This sign also communicates a message saying, “Leave me 

alone.”  “Don’t bother me.”  “Don’t tell me what to do.”  “I will do whatever I 

want.”  “I will live just the way I want to.”  We want to be free from all restrictions.  

I guess that is the sentiment of many people.   

So, if you haven’t developed a spiritual discipline, starting a discipline may 

not be easy.  Setting a time aside in your busy schedule may not be easy for you.  I 

have some suggestions.  Even if you have developed your own spiritual discipline, 

you may still consider these to add to your normal practice.   

Learn to tune your heart and mind to the Lord in ordinary things.   

                                                 
3
 Guinness World Records 2004, edited by Claire Folkard, et. al. (Guinness World Records Limited, 2003), p. 105. 
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Look for small blessings each and every day.  When we start to notice small 

blessings, we begin to notice the hand of God in all things.  Sometimes, you notice 

a beautiful sunset.  In such a brilliant and glorious sight, you may experience the 

greatness of God.  When you see such beauty, pause for a moment and thank the 

Lord for it. 

Those of you who walk, learn to notice the beauty around you -- the trees, 

the flowers, the clouds, the birds.  Each time you notice these, thank the Lord for 

them.   

Look for blessings each day.  When you do, you begin to notice God’s 

blessings everywhere.  You will begin to notice God’s blessings in your 

conversation with a friend, or in a letter from a friend or a family, or even in a 

movie.  We can find God’s blessings everywhere.     

As you become more aware of God’s blessings, learn to thank the Lord in 

prayer, and as you develop your own prayer time, learn to listen to the Lord.  And 

slowly develop a spiritual discipline of prayer.  Faith is deepened when we learn to 

listen to the Lord. 
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