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Whatever I Ask? 

John 14:5-14 

May 10, 2020 

Do you believe in prayer?  Do you believe that prayer works?  When people 

say “prayer works,” they usually mean that God did what they asked him to do.  

People think of prayer as if it is a button on a vending machine.  You press it, and 

you get what you want.  If they get what they want, they say, “Prayer works.”  

Many people think of prayer that way.   

When the English theologian, Dr. Leslie Weatherhead, was a high school 

student, he had a very difficult exam.  But he remembered the Bible verse, the 

promise of Jesus, “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”
1
   He 

believed that all he had to do was to ask and he would pass the exam.  He told God 

that he believed God’s promise, and he asked for a good grade. The next day 

young Weatherhead took the examination, but when the grades came out, instead 

of passing the exam with flying colors, he had failed it.  God did not answer his 

prayer.  He was disillusioned.  He rebelled and almost abandoned his faith.  He 

concluded that God’s promises in the Bible were not trustworthy, all because God 

had not granted his wish for a good grade. 

The next year, he repeated that course.  He worked hard, and he passed.  

This time, he decided that he did not need God.  He believed he could get along 

fine by himself without God’s help.  It took Leslie Weatherhead some years to 

understand that his own powers and abilities were in reality the power that God 

had given to him.   

He began to realize that God had already given him the power to pass the 

examination, but he had not used that power the first he took the exam.  The truth 

is that God does not give us more power than we need.  He does not give us any 

more power than what he had given already until we use that power.  Dr. Charles L. 

Allen once said, “Until we are willing to use what God has already given us, there 

is no need to ask for any more.”
2
 

Prayer is not a button to press to get what we want; it’s a relationship to be 

pursued.   

                                                 
1
 John 14:13-14. 

2
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When Jesus finished praying one day, one of his disciples asked him, “Lord, 

teach us to pray, just as John the Baptist taught his disciples”
3
  They could have 

asked him for anything.  They could have asked, “Lord, teach us how to perform 

miracles,” or “Lord, teach us how to raise the dead,” or “Lord, teach us how to heal 

the sick.”  But that was not what they asked.   

Instead, they asked him to teach them how to pray and what he did was to 

teach them how to build a personal relationship with God. 

Prayer is “communion with God.”  Through prayer, we actually experience 

the relationship with God.  The quality of our prayer life determines the quality of 

our relationship with God. 

Prayer is talking with God and listening to him.  It is a way to enjoy the 

presence of God.  Whether we ask for favors, praising God in celebration, or 

crying out in distress, prayer is our initiative to meet God. 

Our goal in prayer is to know God better and deeper.  It is to experience his 

involvement in our lives.  It is to encounter his presence.  It is to deepen our 

relationship with Him.  Quite often, God grants us what we want and what we need  

but that is not the goal of our prayer.  Rather it is to deepen our faith and our trust. 

Dr. Helen Roseveare, missionary to Zaire, told the following story.  “A 

mother at our mission station died after giving birth to a premature baby.  We tried 

to improvise an incubator to keep the infant alive, but the only hot water bottle we 

had was beyond repair.  So, we asked the children to pray for the baby and for her 

sister.  One of the girls responded, ‘Dear God, please send a hot water bottle today.  

Tomorrow will be too late because by then the baby will be dead.  And dear Lord, 

send a doll for the sister so she won’t feel so lonely.’ 

That afternoon a large package arrived from England.  The children watched 

eagerly as we opened it.  Much to our surprise and theirs, under some clothing was 

a hot water bottle!  Immediately the girl who had prayed so earnestly started to dig 

deeper, exclaiming, ‘If God sent that, I’m sure he also sent a doll!’  And she was 

right!  There was a doll in that package.  The heavenly Father knew in advance of 

that child’s sincere requests five months before, and God had led a ladies’ group to 

                                                 
3
 Luke 11:1. 
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include both of those specific articles.”  The package was sent five months before 

the day of its arrival.
4
 

Can you imagine what it did to the children and to everyone who had seen 

what happened?  God grants what we request in prayer but the purpose of prayer is 

not just to get what we want.  Rather it is to build our relationship with the Lord.  I 

am sure those children had learned to trust God after that experience. 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and 

the Father is in Me?  The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own 

initiative, but the Father who abides in Me does His works.  Believe Me that I am 

in the Father, and the Father in Me . . . I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 

works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I 

go to the Father.  And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, so that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son . . .”
5
 

Jesus was giving his disciples words of encouragement.  “You’ve seen the 

lame walk, blind receiving sight, leper cleansed.  But you are going to do even 

greater works than these.” 

What Jesus said was not just for the disciples; it was also for the church.  He 

was not talking about new houses, new cars, new jobs, or passing examinations.  

He was talking about the work of the Kingdom.  He was saying that when his 

disciples do the work of God and trust him, he would help them.  And with God, 

nothing is impossible!  It is true.  Nothing is impossible with God for those who 

trust him! 

Amazing things are accomplished in this world by people who believe and 

will not give up. Our text for the day says that you and I are capable of amazing 

things when we set out to serve Jesus Christ. Jesus was speaking to his church 

when he said, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.”  Nothing is 

impossible for the church of Jesus Christ. 

But there is something else just as important... Jesus adds a qualifier: "And 

whatever you ask in My name," Jesus promises, "that will I do, THAT THE 

FATHER MAY BE GLORIFIED . . . " Christ will do anything we ask if it 

glorifies the Father.  

                                                 
4
 From illustration section under the key term “answered prayer.”  www.esermons.com 
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One of America's great churches is Grace Baptist Church in Philadelphia. Dr. 

Russell H. Conwell (1843-1925), the author of a book that has influenced millions 

of lives, Acres Of Diamonds, founded both the church and Temple University.  

During the height of his ministry, Conwell preached to more than 4,000 people at 

the Sunday morning worship service. But how the church, which was once called 

Baptist Temple, came to be built is not a well-known story. 

Hattie Wyatt was a little girl who went to Sunday School in the old building 

which was located behind the current church building.  One particular Sunday 

when she went to Sunday School, she couldn’t get in because there were too many 

children who wanted to go to Sunday School, and the building was already full. 

Little Hattie went home disappointed but determined to do something about the 

problem.  She began to save her pennies so a church building large enough to 

include everyone could be built.  Hattie saved until she had fifty-seven cents and 

then she became terminally ill.  Fifty-seven cents was not a lot of money but it was 

a lot to a small child.  One day after Hattie had died, her brokenhearted mother 

took the fifty-seven cents to Conwell and told him that Hattie had been saving for a 

new church building.  Conwell was deeply moved and shared Hattie’s vision with 

the congregation the next Sunday.  And the Lord used that fifty-seven cents.  It 

became the seed-money for the raising of many thousands of dollars to build Grace 

Baptist Church. 

While the great building was being built, people called it “Conwell’s Folly.” 

They thought that building was too big to be filled but they stopped calling it that 

when it was finished.. It was filled to capacity week after week but that’s still not 

the whole story.   

From Grace Baptist Church came Temple University with its colleges of 

liberal arts, education, business, music, and fine arts.  It has graduate programs in 

many fields including law, medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and medical technology.  

It has thousands of students.  It has produced tens of thousands of professionals.  

The church and the university all owe their beginning to Hattie Wyatt and her fifty-

seven cents.
6
 

God is trustworthy.  He answers our prayers.  But his purpose for prayer is 

not to get us what we want.  Rather, it is to let us know him, to rely on him, and to 

love him.  Let us deepen our prayer life so that we may learn to trust him deeply.     

                                                 
6
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