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I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas.  Now that Christmas is over, 

there is hardly any radio station that plays Christmas Carols any more.  

Traditionally, from Christmas Day to Epiphany, which is January 6
th

, is 

Christmas season but in our culture, Christmas is over the day after 

Christmas.  Why?  Because the gift exchange is over.  Christmas is nothing 

but the day that we exchange gifts.  We have made it that way.  For many 

people, if not for most people, Christmas is nothing more than a day to have 

a party and to give and receive gifts.   

Now that the ritual of gift exchange is over, the whole mood is 

quickly changed back to the real world once again.  I don’t know about you, 

but to me, it is sort of a letdown.  Today is the day after Christmas, and 

Christmas is already a thing of the past. 

People will get busy taking down the Christmas decorations, putting 

away the Christmas tree, taking out the extra-large trash bags filled with 

boxes and papers.  We are returning to “the real world” – business as usual.   

Today’s passage shares a similar kind of mood.   

Can you imagine?  Before Mary married Joseph, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to her and said, “You will be with a child and give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called 

the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his 

father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom 

will never end.”
1
  Isn’t that amazing?  But that is only the beginning of the 

incredible mystery.   

When Mary visited Elizabeth, her relative, Elizabeth said to her, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  …  

Blessed are you, Mary, for you have believed what the Lord has said to 

you!”
2
  Mary, what the Lord has revealed to you, will come true!  Amazing! 

                                                 
1
 Luke 1:31-33 

2
 Luke 1:42-45 
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When Mary gave birth to a son, the holy family was visited by some 

unexpected visitors.  Shepherds who were tending their sheep in the field 

came to visit them and the shepherds told them an incredible message.  They 

said, “An angel of the Lord appeared to them and said ‘I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to 

you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’  Then 

suddenly a whole bunch of angels appeared in the sky praising God saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor 

rests.’”  It was an incredible story.   

Then they had more visitors.  Some wise men came from the east.  

They said they had an extraterrestrial guidance.  They followed a star to 

come to Jesus.  They were not Israelites but Gentiles, and they called Jesus 

the King of the Jews.  They brought him gifts of gold, frankincense and 

myrrh; the gifts fit for a king, fit for a high priest, and fit for a funeral.   

After all this, Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day.  On the 

fortieth day after Jesus’ birth,
3
 Mary and Joseph took baby Jesus to the 

Temple for a consecration, which was required by the law.
4
    

There in the Temple, they met an old man named Simeon, a devout 

and righteous man, who had been praying for consolation of Israel for many 

years.  He saw the fulfillment of his prayers in this baby Jesus.  He took 

Jesus in his arms, blessed God and began to praise God saying, “Lord, now 

you are dismissing your servant in peace according to your word – for my 

eyes have seen your salvation.”   

Then after the prayer, Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph and said to 

Mary: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, 

and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many 

hearts will be revealed.  And a sword will pierce your own heart, too.”  Not 

exactly a pleasant blessing, is it?  It is actually scary.  It is an ominous 

prediction.  If this child is for Israel’s salvation, what kind of salvation will it 

be?  Why will he cause the falling and rising of many in Israel?  Why will he 

cause a sword to pierce Mary’s heart?   

                                                 
3
 The law stated that it would take forty days for a woman who gave birth to a son to be clean enough to 

enter the temple.  Leviticus 12:1-4. 
4
 Exodus 13:1-2 
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Then an old woman, a prophetess named Anna came and told 

everyone about the baby Jesus.  All of these happened and the Bible said, 

“Mary kept all these things in her heart.”
5
  I am sure her thoughts were 

confused and her heart disturbed with anguish of the unknown future.   

All of these wonderful, mysterious and strange things related to Jesus’ 

birth probably gave Mary and Joseph a sense of joyous awe mixed with 

worries and anxieties.  I am sure there were a lot of excitement and joy, full 

of surprises with many unexpected things.   

In a way it is like our own Christmas celebrations.  In our celebrations, 

there is a lot of excitement and joy, lots of happy laughter when the family 

and friends get together.  At the same time, there are silent tears of 

loneliness and emptiness because someone we dearly love is no longer with 

us or far away from home.  We miss them.  There are many surprises and 

even some disappointments with the gifts we open.  Not quite the same 

emotions as what the holy family experienced.  Obviously not in the same 

intensity, but our Christmas celebrations give us some similar feelings.   

After all those wondrous things, the holy family went back home to 

Nazareth, according to Luke’s version.  They went back to their everyday 

life.  “The Bible says they returned to Galilee to their own hometown of 

Nazareth.”
6
 They returned to Galilee to their previous life.  Isn’t that 

suggestive?  Isn’t that the way it always happens with us?    

After all the Christmas celebrations, we return to our real world, to the 

business as usual, to the life we had before Christmas.  All the worries and 

stresses we had before Christmas are still there.  They haven’t disappeared.  

They haven’t changed.   

Let’s face it, Nazareth wasn’t much of a place to go back to.  It was an 

obscure, insignificant, and dusty place.  It was so ordinary and common that 

one of Jesus’ disciples later commented about the place saying, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?”  Now that is Nazareth.  After the 

most glorious experience of their lives, the holy family went back to 

Nazareth.   

                                                 
5
 Luke 2:19, 51. 

6
 Luke 2:39 
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Now that Christmas is over, we are facing our old life.  Is anything 

different?  Has anything changed?  Can anything be different?   

There is an old Rabbinic story about a poor man who left the village 

of his birth.  He lived in that village all his life.  He had never left that 

village before.  However life in that village was hard and miserable.  There 

was nothing to look forward to.  There was no joy in life.  So he dreamt 

about a magical city where everything was perfect and full of joy and 

happiness.   

Then one day, he decided to leave his hometown and set out to find 

the city of his dreams.  He walked into a forest.  He had never been there 

before.  After a day’s walk, he lay down to rest at night in the forest.  This 

was an unfamiliar place and he didn’t want to get lost.  Before he went to 

sleep he took off his shoes and placed them pointing in the direction of his 

journey toward the magical city. 

While he slept, a practical joker came along and turned his shoes 

around so that they pointed in the direction of the village he had left behind.  

The next morning, when he woke up, he put on his shoes and headed down 

the path in the direction his shoes pointed.  He walked all day, and at dusk 

he saw the city of his dreams in the distance.  It looked strangely familiar 

and much smaller than what he had imagined.  

As he entered the village, he discovered a street very much like his 

own, knocked on the door of a house exactly like the one he had left, and 

was warmly received by a family inside.  They all looked just like his family 

and they even had the same names as his own family.  It was his own family, 

of course but he believed it was a new family in a magical city.  He believed 

he was in the city of his dreams where everything was perfect and full of joy 

and happiness.  Believing that, the man lived happily ever after in the city of 

his dreams! 

What is the moral of the story?  True joy, happiness, meaning and 

purpose in life don’t come from our surroundings, the situations or the 

events we experience.  We may have some temporary joys and happiness 

from these but not a lasting one.   

The lasting joy, happiness, meaning, and purpose come from proper 

attitude and perspective.   When we accept Christ’s teaching as our way of 

living, our attitude and perspective, our outlook and purpose in life all 
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change.  The way we look at our problems and our challenges also change.  

As a result, even in the same situations and conditions, we may live as if we 

are living in the city of our dreams.   

There is a story of a beggar who was sitting across the street from an 

artist’s studio.  The artist saw him and thought he would make an interesting 

portrait study so from a distance he painted the defeated man whose 

shoulders drooped, and whose eyes were downcast and sad.  When he had 

finished, he took the picture over to the beggar so he could look at it. 

“Who is that?” the beggar asked.  The painting bore a slight 

resemblance to himself, but in the painting before him he saw a person of 

dignity, with squared shoulders and bright uplifted eyes, almost handsome!  

He looked at the picture carefully and asked the artist, “Is that me?  I don’t 

look like that.”  The artist replied, “But that is the person I see in you.” 

Christ has come into our world to give us his perspective.  To see the 

world the way he sees it, and if we have his eyes to see and possess his 

perspective, wouldn’t the world and all our problems and concerns look 

different?  It will!  That is why Christ’s birth is such a wonderful gift.  I 

hope you hold on to his perspective as we continue to live our lives after 

Christmas.  Then we can truly sing, “Joy to the World the Lord is come.” 


