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For Those Who Love God 

Romans 8:28-39 

July 26, 2020 

I read about a man who was walking along a country road and saw a Native 

American lying in the middle of the road with his ear pressed to the ground.  As he 

got close to the man, he heard this Native American saying, “Truck, Old Chevy 

Pick-up truck, loaded with firewood, large tires, man driving, and a woman in front 

seat smoking, California license plate, CCD303.”   

The man was shocked to hear this.  It was incredible.  So, he said to the 

Native American, “That is absolutely amazing!  You can tell all of that by listening 

to the ground?”  “No, the truck ran over me thirty minutes ago,” he responded
1
  

Life is unpredictable and bad things can happen at any moment.  And 

sometimes not just one bad thing happens, but many bad things happen, one after 

another.  Have you been listening to what has been happening in China?  A series 

of disasters happened in China this year, one after another.  It started out with the 

outbreak of Corona Virus.  It affected not only China but the whole world.  And 

then, as the Corona Virus slowed down, in the central part of China in Hubei 

Province there was a major storm.  It had rained for more than a month straight 

causing a massive flood that wiped away many villages and human lives.
2
  It was 

absolutely heart breaking to see.  Then there was a snow storm in the northern part 

of China at the end of June.  It was supposed to be summer there, but there was a 

snow storm.  They had so much snow that cattle and livestock could not find grass 

to eat.
3
  Then there was a hail storm in another part of China.  The hail was the size 

of an egg and its shape was like the Corona Virus.  Amazing!  While all of these 

were going on, another part of China was attacked by locusts.   An incredible 

number of locusts swept through the farm lands and destroyed the crops.
4
  It was 

devastating.  They couldn’t do anything to stop it.  That is not the end of it.  Now 

they have discovered that a new swine flu called G4, which is a new form of H1N1.  

This flu has a potential to be very lethal.
5
  All of these things happened in China 

within last six or seven months.  Incredible, isn’t it?  Life is unpredictable and bad 

things can happen at any moment and sometimes like the old saying, “When it 

rains, it pours.”  That is exactly what has been happening in China.   

                                                 
1
 http://www.ahajokes.com/i007.html, modified from Cowboys and Indian story. 
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 https://reliefweb.int/report/china/chinese-regions-raise-flood-response-levels 

3
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Hs4aOV0c1E 
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 http://eng.the-liberty.com/2020/7882/ 
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 https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/swine-flu-strain-human-pandemic-potential-increasingly-found-pigs-

china 
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Some of the tragic things that happen in our lives can actually alter our lives 

completely and we feel life is unfair.  The truth of the matter is that life is really 

unfair.  

Consider this: we are not born with the same IQ or in equal circumstances.  

Some are smarter than others.  Some are born into a rich family and some are not.  

Some have supportive parents and some don’t.  We face different situations in life.  

And our experience tells us that God rarely intervenes miraculously to prevent 

accidents, or to stop murderous crimes, or to preclude natural disasters or some evil 

things from happening.  We live in a sinful world.  Because all human beings are 

sinful, selfish, and ego-centric, including ourselves, we add to life’s unfairness.  

We cannot avoid the unfairness of life. 

So, the question is: How do we deal with life’s unfairness?  How can we 

cope with life’s inequality and injustice? 

The Bible gives us a comforting word that “all things will (eventually) work 

together for good.”  No matter what we face in life, even if we experience injustice, 

inequality, bigotry or discrimination, the Bible says that all those unfortunate 

events will eventually work out for good.  But there is a condition.  The Bible says 

“All things will work out for good for THOSE WHO LOVE GOD, WHO ARE 

CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE.”  Life doesn’t work out for good for 

everyone; it works out for good only for those who love God. 

We know that some people love God and some don’t.  Some are obedient to 

the Lord and some are not.  Even among those who say that they love God, not 

everyone is truly obedient to the Lord.  In John 14:21 Jesus said, “He who has my 

commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves me.”  In other words, people 

who truly love God don’t just say it; they show it. 

The ones who love God and keep his commandments are the ones whom 

God has “called” to be his children, to be a part of his family.  Those who have 

responded to this call by surrendering themselves to Jesus Christ have become the 

children of God.  Remember, God’s promises are for God’s children. 

The important word in this verse is the word “all.”  This verse does not say 

“Most of things will work out for good.”  It says, “All things will work out for 

good.”  God works out all things for our good all the time.  God may not intervene 

when we want him to, but because he loves us and knows what’s best for us, he 

works out all things for our good.   

http://www.ewumc.org/
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Do you know what the word “providence” means?  It is a compound word.  

It is a combination of two words.  It is a combination of the word “pro” meaning 

“before” and the word “video” meaning “to see.”  The providence of God means 

that God sees every event before it occurs, and provides for that event and makes 

sure that it fits into his plan for our lives.   

What this means is that our disappointments in life are actually “God’s 

appointments.”  In other words, God sees all things and uses all things to bless our 

lives.  In life, what we call “disappointments” often turn out to be God’s blessings.   

You may have heard about a man who was shipwrecked on an uninhabited 

island.  He found some debris washed up on the shore from the shipwreck.  He 

gathered whatever he could and built a little hut and saved whatever he could use.  

He was hoping that someone would notice that there was a shipwreck search for 

survivors.  He prayed every day that a ship would come and find him.  But for 

weeks nothing happened.   

Then late one evening he went out to look for food, and he noticed that a 

cloud of smoke rising from his hut.  He ran back and tried to save his hut and 

whatever he had.  But he couldn’t.  What happened was that he had his campfire 

burning when he went out to look for food.  And wind blew an ember onto the hut.  

And it caught fire and burned up everything.   

He went to sleep that night crying out to God asking him “Why he allowed 

this to happen.”  Well, early next morning he woke up to find a ship coming 

toward the island.  People had come to rescue him.  He had been praying for this 

for several weeks.  When the rescuers came, he asked them, “How in the world did 

you find me?”  They said, “We were just passing by and saw your smoke signal 

and came to rescue you.”
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God can turn what seems to be a major disaster into a blessing.  The Greek 

word “sunergei” which is translated as “work together” gives us the English word 

“synergy.”  Synergy is the greater energy that is created when different parts join 

together to work in harmony.  By working together, you can have a greater and 

superior result than each individual part working separately.  That is what synergy 

is.   

                                                 
6
 Paul E. Tan, Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (Chicago: Assurance Publishers, 1990), pp. 15-

16. 
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In other words, God puts all the events that happen in our lives together to 

work out his plans for our lives.  Some of the things that happen in our lives are not 

good.  Some are painful and even tragic but God uses all of those to bring us close 

to him and to bless us.   

Terry Fox, a Canadian young man, was just 18 years old when he contracted 

bone cancer.  His right leg was amputated as a result.  Terry’s former basketball 

coach visited him in the hospital and encouraged him to look at all the things he 

could still do.  He brought an article about an amputee runner.  That visit truly 

inspired Terry to set a new goal.  That was to run across Canada in order to raise 

money and awareness for cancer research. 

After two years of recovery, rehabilitation, and athletic training, Terry Fox 

began his run across Canada.  He started at St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada’s 

easternmost city.  Each and every day, he ran almost an actual marathon distance.  

Some days, he ran a full 26 miles, which is the actual marathon competition 

distance.  He did this with one artificial leg.  Can you imagine?  The entire Canada 

was inspired by Terry’s effort but after 143 days of constant running, Terry fell ill 

again.  His cancer returned.  His cancer spread to his lung.  After running 26 miles, 

he couldn’t even walk across the street.  He collapsed but even then, he wanted to 

continue.  Terry said, “I will do anything, maybe surgery, maybe more medication.  

Whatever it takes, I will not give up.”  When Rolly, Terry’s father heard that, he 

said, “I think it is not fair.  It is very unfair.”  The following year, on June 28, 1981, 

Terry died at the age of 22.   

Terry’s father was right.  Life was unfair, especially for a determined young 

man like Terry.  But Terry’s story doesn’t end there.  The Four Seasons hotel chain 

established a yearly marathon in Terry Fox’s name to raise funds for cancer 

research.  Since his death, over $340 million has been donated to cancer research 

in honor of Terry Fox.
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Life can be unfair at times, but God can work out all things for his glory and 

our blessing.  It may not work out the way we want it, but it will work out the way 

God sees fit for his plan for our lives.  “All things work together for good for those 

who love God.”  I hope we all believe that and claim that.   

                                                 
7
 From Uncle John's Slightly Irregular Bathroom Reader by the Bathroom Readers' Institute (Ashland, OR: 

Bathroom Readers' Press, 2004), pp. 175-176.  Also https://terryfox.org/terrys-story/marathon-of-hope/ 
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