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Faith That Remembers 

Ephesians 2:11-13 

May 26, 2019 

With an amazing medical advancement, a 65-year-old woman was able to 

give birth to a baby boy.  When she was discharged from the hospital and went 

home, her relatives came to visit. 

“May we see the new baby?” one asked. 

“Not yet,” said the mother.  “I’ll make coffee and we can visit for a while 

first.”  They talked and laughed for a while.   

Thirty minutes had passed, and another relative asked, “May we see the new 

baby now?”  “No, not yet,” said the mother.  So they visited a little longer. 

After another fifteen minutes, they asked again, “May we see the baby now?”  

“No, not yet,” replied the mother. 

Growing very impatient, they asked, “Well, when can we see the baby?” 

“WHEN HE CRIES!” the mother said.   

“WHEN HE CRIES?   Why do we have to wait until the baby CRIES?” they 

demanded to know.   

“BECAUSE,” the mother said, “I forgot where I put him!”
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What a blessed gift memory is – the ability to recall and to live again 

previous experiences and relationships.  Perhaps we can say that the significant 

events and people of our past never really die.  They are not buried in the past.  

They live in our present memories.   

At the same time, we remember things that we want to forget.  Not being 

able to forget could be the real memory problem. 

Did you know that over 37,000,000 men and women have served our 

country in military since the beginning of its existence?  We have lost more than 

640,000 men and women while they were serving.
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Memorial Day is to remember them and to recognize their sacrifices.  In a 

way, Memorial Day is an uncomfortable holiday, because as we remember and 

recognize their sacrifices, we are confronted with our response to those sacrifices.  

The idea of someone making sacrifices, let alone dying for us, is uncomfortable,.  

Thinking about their heroism forces us to examine our own lives.  Why did they do 

what they did?  What cause is worth dying for?  Are we willing to do the same?   

Some people live their entire lives and never contribute anything to anyone 

or anything for the betterment of our world.  Yet these individuals have given their 

lives, their all, in the cause of freedom.  

There is a cemetery in India where the bodies of American soldiers are 

buried.  Over the entrance to the cemetery are these words: “Tell Them We Gave 

Our Todays for Their Tomorrows.”  That’s sobering, isn’t it?  Especially when we 

still have young men and women overseas putting their lives in danger.  We salute 

them and remember them in our thoughts and prayers.  

We call them heroes.  What makes a hero?  Our culture seems to revere 

celebrities more than heroes.  What is the difference between celebrities and heroes?   

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Daniel Boorstein made a distinction 

between heroes and celebrities as follows.  He said, “The hero reveals the 

possibilities of human nature.  The celebrity reveals the possibilities of the press 

and media.  Celebrities are people who make news, but heroes are people who 

make history.  Time makes heroes but dissolves celebrities.”
3
  Isn’t it true that 

“Celebrities are people who make news, but heroes are people who make history”? 

One of the most famous pictures from World War II must be the photo of 

five valiant Marines raising an American flag on the island of Iwo Jima. The young 

man in the center of the picture was John Bradley.  

After the war, Bradley moved back to Antigo, Wisconsin, his hometown, 

married his high school sweetheart, and raised a family.  Although John Bradley 

won the Navy Cross for saving a fellow soldier’s life, he preferred not to talk about 

the war.  As you probably know, the Navy Cross is the military’s second-highest 

decoration awarded for valor in combat.
4
  It is awarded to a member of the US 
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Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard for extraordinary heroism.  John Bradley, as a 

Marine, was exceptionally courageous.  That is why he received that honor, but he 

refused to be recognized as a hero.   

One of the few comments Bradley ever made about the war, he made to his 

young son, James.  In his response to James’ remark about heroism, John Bradley 

said, “The heroes of Iwo Jima are the guys who didn’t come back.”
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Military heroes are not the only persons to whom we are indebted.  There are 

many who have made the ultimate sacrifice in behalf of the common good. 

In 1998, a fire fighter, Captain Timothy Stackpole, was severely injured and 

almost died while battling a fire. Somehow, Captain Stackpole survived and 

recovered enough to return and resume his job.  When people praised him for his 

faithfulness, his only comment was, “It’s my calling.  I am just doing my job.”  

Those words took on a whole new meaning when, on September 11, 2001, Captain 

Timothy Stackpole died while trying to battle the blaze in the World Trade Center.
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There have always been people who have shown extraordinary courage, not 

for their own benefit, but in service to others.  All of us are greatly indebted to 

those people. 

On this Memorial Day weekend, we should also remember God’s grace, and 

his salvation.  Isaac Watts’ hymn, “O God, Our Help in Ages Past, Our Hope for 

Years to Come,” expresses the faith that puts trust in God’s faithfulness.  It states 

that God’s past activity is the sure assurance that he will continue to lead us and 

guide us both in the present and in the future.  What God has done in our past is a  

definite sign that he will continue to be gracious unto us.   

When we look back, we can see how God has led and guided our lives thus 

far.  Remembering God’s grace and mercy is important, because it gives us an 

assurance that he will continue to be involved in our lives and take care of us.  

Therefore, we ought to be thankful this day and every day. 

The late United Methodist Bishop Earl Gladstone Hunt, Jr. (1918-2005), 

once told a legend about Zacchaeus.  I am sure you remember Zacchaeus, the tax 

collector.  He went up on a sycamore tree to see Jesus.  When he encountered Jesus, 

his life was forever changed.   
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Legend has it that after Zacchaeus encountered Jesus, his behavior was so 

strange that his wife suspected of insanity.  Each morning, instead of going to work, 

Zacchaeus went in the opposite direction carrying a spade and a water jar. 

The wife was wondering why Zacchaeus was doing that everyday.  So, one 

day she followed him.  She watched him go to the village well and fill the jar with 

water.  Then he went to the old sycamore tree where he had his encounter with 

Jesus.   

Zacchaeus scraped away the debris at the foot of the tree.  Then he poured 

the water over its roots.  He stood there silently as if he was meditating and 

carefully touched the tree with his hands.  That was so strange that his wife came 

out of her hiding and asked him why he was doing that.  Zacchaeus said, “Here is 

where Jesus found me.  Here is where I met the Lord.”  That place was where 

Zacchaeus had his new beginning.  He was determined never to forget God’s grace. 

We need to have a similar determination.  We should never forget God’s 

grace. 

On this Memorial Day weekend, let us remember the people who put their 

lives in danger to protect us, and also God’s grace and mercy.    
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