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February 14, 2021 

Last Sunday we talked about the Lord being the shepherd, the protector and 

the provider of our lives.  Today we will talk about our final destination.  As I 

mentioned last week, the 23rd Psalm is probably the most well-known and most 

beloved psalm in the Bible.  This is certainly true for the Judeo-Christian 

community and for those who have read the entire Bible. 

This psalm has brought comfort in days of sorrow and grief, healing in times 

of pain and agony, and hope in the days of hopelessness and discouragement.  This 

psalm is a wonderful affirmation of our faith in God’s ability to protect, to provide, 

to heal and to comfort.   

This psalm also teaches us about our final destination, and that final 

destination is not death, as in expiration of life.  Rather it is a transformation to a 

more accentuated life.  What I mean by this is that many Christians have had some 

amazing transcendental experiences in the last hours of their lives.   

An American Evangelist Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899) had such 

experience.  A few hours before Moody passed away, he caught a glimpse of the 

glory awaiting him.  Awakening from sleep, Moody said, “Earth recedes.  Heaven 

opens before me.  If this is death, it is sweet!  There is no valley here.  God is 

calling me, and I must go!”  Moody’s son was standing at his bedside and said, 

“No, no father.  You are dreaming.”  Moody said, “No, I am not dreaming.  I have 

been within the gates:  I have seen the children’s faces.”  Then after a few minutes, 

Moody spoke again, this time with a big smile saying, “This is my triumph.  This is 

my coronation day!  It is glorious!”  Then he took his last breath.1 

You notice the last word in the 23rd Psalm is “forever.”  Some scholars 

believe that in the Old Testament time, they did not have a concept of eternal life.  

With this understanding, they say, what David really meant to say was “as long as I 

live” in this life.  This is the reason the translators of the New Revised Standard 

Version, the one we have been using in our Church, translated the last part as “my 

whole life long” instead of “forever.”  Some other translations use the phrase “as 

long as I live”2 or even “for a very long time,”3 instead of “forever.” 

 
1 http://www.liftingupjesus.com/Outlines/The%20Last%20Words%20of%20Saints%20and%20Sinners.html 
2 Good News Translation or Holman Christians Standard Bible. 
3 Brenton Septuagint Translation. 
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However, some of the concepts that appear in the Old Testament need to be 

interpreted in light of the New Testament,4 and I prefer the word “forever” over all 

others.   

God wants your final destination to be with him in heaven.  We are told that 

the goodness and mercy of the Lord will accompany us throughout our journey 

toward the final destination.  The goodness and mercy of the Lord will be with us 

throughout our lives.  This does not mean that everything that happens to us will be 

good.  Instead, what it means is that whatever happens to us God will use it to bless 

us.  Even if bad things or evil things happen to us, the Lord will use it to bring 

goodness out of it.   

Even St. Paul reminds us of this.  He says, “We know that in everything God 

works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his 

purpose.”5  1 Chronicles 16:34 reads, “O Give thanks to the Lord; for he is good; 

for his mercy endures forever.”  Our journey toward the final destination is always 

accompanied by the goodness and mercy of the Lord.   

The sad thing is that we don’t realize how blessed we are, and how we 

benefit from God’s goodness each and every day.  There is a story about a father 

who was fed up with all the wastefulness of his children.  His children had 

everything they wanted and they were very spoiled.  I am sure a part of it was his 

and his wife’s fault but he wanted to have a parental conversation with them.  He 

said, “Hey kids, you don’t realize how blessed you are.  When I was a boy, I had to 

get up before daylight to deliver newspapers.  I walked to school every day even in 

the rain and the snow.  Then I worked at a grocery shop after school.  We didn’t 

always have enough to eat.” 

Well, those kids were shocked to hear that.  They were so stunned that they 

could not say anything.  The father felt very good that his message had gotten 

through them.  Then his four-year-old boy said, “Gee, Dad, aren’t you glad to live 

with us now?”  Aren’t you glad that God is good to us each and every day? 

Lamentation 3:22-23 say, “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his 

mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy 

faithfulness.”  I am so grateful that we are told that God’s love is steadfast and his 

mercies never come to an end.  Throughout our journey, the Lord will be with us.   

 
4 A good example of this is found in Matthew 22:41-46. 
5 Romans 8:28 RSV. 
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Then when we reach the final destination, we will dwell in the house of the 

Lord forever.  In John 14:2 Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many dwelling 

places; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for 

you…(when the place is ready) I will come again and will take you to myself, so 

that where I am there you may be also.” 

Our eternal destination is none other than the house of God.  When the Lord 

is your shepherd the best is yet to come.   

There was a woman who had been diagnosed with a terminal illness, and she 

had been given three months to live.  She was getting her things “in order” and she 

contacted her pastor to discuss how she wanted her memorial service to be.   

They discussed all the details of the service.  Then she said she wanted two 

things to be buried with her: her Bible and a fork.  She wanted her Bible to be in 

her left hand and her fork in her right hand.  Her pastor understood about the Bible 

but he did not know why she wanted a fork.   

The woman explained, “In all the years I have been attending church, we 

had many social gatherings and potlucks.  I always remember that when the main 

course was done, someone would lean over to me and say, “Keep the fork.”  That 

was my favorite part, because I knew something better was coming; either 

chocolate cake or banana pudding or apple pie; something wonderful and 

something sweet.” 

She said, “When people walk by my casket and see that fork in my hand, 

they will wonder why I have a fork in my hand.  I want you to say to them, Pastor, 

‘Keep the fork…the best is yet to come.’” 

On the day of her funeral, the people saw the fork and all wondered “What’s 

with the fork?”  In the funeral message, the pastor told the congregation what she 

told him about the fork, and said, “This lady had the Lord as her Shepherd, and 

because of that she knew the best is yet to come.” 

Each time you reach for your fork, remember, the Lord is your shepherd and 

the best is yet to come.” 
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