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Once upon a time, a king asked his three daughters how much they loved 

him.  The oldest daughter said she loved him more than all the gold in the world.  

The king was pleased with her answer.   

The second one said she loved him more than all the silver in the world.  

Again, the king was pleased with her answer.   

The youngest daughter said she loved him more than salt.  The salt was 

good and even had monetary value but still the king wished to be compared to 

something more precious like Diamonds.  So, he was not pleased with her answer.   

But the cook overheard the conversation, and also noticed that the king was 

not pleased with his youngest daughter.  So, the next day, he prepared a good 

meal for the king, but left out the salt. The food was so insipid that the king 

couldn't eat it.   

So, the king summoned the cook and asked him, “What is the meaning of 

this?”  He said that salt was the one that brought flavor and pleasure, And he 

explained that the meaning of the king’s third daughter’s answer was that she loved 

him more than all the pleasures of the world.  Hearing that, the king understood 

the depth of his daughter’s love. 

In the ancient world salt was a valuable and scarce commodity.  It was used 

as currency in some countries even into modern times.  When Italian soldiers 

invaded Ethiopia in the late 19th century they found blocks of salt stored in bank 

vaults along with other familiar forms of currency.  So, when Jesus said to his 

disciples, “You are the salt of the earth,” he was saying to them that they were very 

valuable beings.    

But then he also said, “If salt loses its saltiness, what good is it?”  It is no 

longer valuable.  It is as good as trash.  The value of salt is not in its crystal 

shape but in its saltiness.    
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Jesus was literally saying, if your life does not make a real contribution to 

the life of the world, if there is no redemptive power flowing through your life and 

actions, then calling yourselves Christians means nothing.  We need to have a 

flavor that brings joy and gladness.  I want to call that Christ flavor.   

It is interesting that Mark inserts verses 38-40, which at first glance, doesn’t 

seem to be related to the rest of the passage.  It basically talks about a turf war.  

John, who was known as son of Thunder, because of his temper, said, “My Lord, 

we saw someone using your name to cast out an evil spirit.  Since he is not part of 

us, we stopped him.”  How dare he use your name!  That right belongs to us.     

Non-Christians look at Christians and the church, and have a legitimate 

criticism against them.  They say Christians preach love, tolerance, and 

forgiveness, yet in reality they practice the opposite.  Christians are often very 

judgmental toward the people who do not agree with them.   

Before Martin Luther and the reformation, the church did not have divisions 

like we do now.  We did have some divisions, but not like the denominations now.  

A few of the main slogans for the reformation include, “Sola Fide,” which means 

faith alone.  A person is saved through faith alone, not by works.   

Another main slogan was Sola Scriptura, which means Scripture alone.  

The Bible is the primary authority, not the church or its leaders.  As John Wesley 

stated in the 18th century, "The Church is to be judged by the Scriptures, not the 

Scriptures by the Church."  For this reason, Sola scriptura is called the formal or 

primary cause of the Reformation. 

Another main emphasis the reformation had was, “the priesthood of all 

believers.”  The interpretation of the Scripture was no longer limited to the clergy.  

With the conviction that the Holy Spirit enables all God’s people to understand the 

truth of God, the reformation encouraged the lay people to interpret the Scripture.  

It was a good thing, and still is. 

This conviction triggered the Bible translation.  The Bible was translated 

into vernacular language, the common people’s language.  As of 2019, there are 
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7,102 known languages in the world.
1
  Out of them, at least a portion of the Bible 

has been translated into 3,312 languages.
2
  This is a wonderful thing.  Being able 

to read the Scripture in their own language and apply it to their lives is a good 

thing.   

The down side of all of this is the division in the Church.  Since the 

Reformation encouraged people to read the Scripture and apply it to their own lives, 

they began to see some major differences in their interpretations.  People started 

to assert their own interpretation to be superior over that of the others.   

And the Church started to experience tremendous division.  New 

denominations were born everywhere.   Now we have more than 34,000 

denominations worldwide.  About 15 years ago, it was little over 20,000, but now 

is 34,000.  So, what happened to the message of love, humbleness, tolerance, 

forgiveness, acceptance, and peace?  You figure that.  Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Don’t have a turf war.  Leave those people alone.  If they are not against us, 

they are for us.”   

Self-righteousness brings division into the body.  Instead, learn to honor 

one another and serve each other.  Verse 41, “For truly I tell you, whoever gives 

you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will not lose the 

reward.”  Whoever serves others with a pure and humble heart will be rewarded.   

Jesus also said, “Guard yourself from committing sins against anyone.  Be 

careful not cause anyone to sin.”  If there is any temptation to do these things, dig 

it out from its roots.  Don’t let it grow.  Instead have salt in you.  Learn to bring 

out flavor and pleasure.  Learn to be at peace with everyone.   

Instead of having a turf war, consider others better than yourselves.   Paul 

in his letter to Philippians says these words.  “If there is any encouragement in 

Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and 

sympathy, then make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind.  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others better than yourselves.  Let each of you look 

not to your own self-interest, but to the interests of others” (2:1-4).  Then he says, 

                                            
1
 https://www.theintrepidguide.com/how-many-languages-are-there-in-the-world/#.XKAkCHdFxpw 

2
 http://www.wycliffe.net/statistics 

http://www.wycliffe.net/statistics
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“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus…” (2:5).  

“Let your mind have Christ flavor.  Let your actions have Christ flavor.  

Let your love have Christ flavor.”  Let your tolerance have Christ flavor. 

The world is in desperate need of seeing and tasting Christ flavor, and the 

only way the world will taste it is through you and me.  Saint Paul said we are “a 

letter of Christ written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God.”  If we 

are letters of Christ, shouldn’t we bear his message?  Bearing his message is 

being a Christ flavor to all we meet.  We will stop here today and we will 

continue this message next week.  Next week, we will consider what kind of 

Christ flavor we need to have. 


