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In his book, From the Heart, Ron Delbene tells about what happened to a 

group of Christians who visited Nicaragua in the 1980’s.  These Christians were 

there to work to bring electricity and clean water to rural areas of Nicaragua.  

While they were there, a young man from the group named Benjamin Linder was 

killed by the Contras (Counterrevolutionaries).  He was killed in execution style.   

This incident brought this group a great confusion and they asked “Why?”  

They were there to do good, but why was one of them killed in such a horrible way?  

On the following Sunday a memorial service was held.  The priest said, “The peace 

of the Lord be with you” and the congregation, both Americans and Nicaraguans 

embraced each other saying, “Paz” or “peace.”  In the midst of confusion, sadness, 

fear, and anxiety, the people wished the others the peace of Christ.   

They had holy communion during the memorial service.  During the 

Communion, there was a pause.  The congregation was silent.  Then someone 

called out a name.  In one voice everyone responded saying, “Presente!”  Another 

name was called out.  Once again, the response was, “Presente!”  During the 

service at least twenty names were called out and each time the same response: 

“Presente!”  Ron DelBene, the pastor leading this group of Christians did not 

understand what was happening until he heard the name Oscar Romero.  

Archbishop Oscar Romero was assassinated in 1980 in El Salvador.  Then he 

realized that all the names were those of persons who had died.  From that moment 

on he joined in shouting, “Presente!” 

At the Lord’s table, the people were shouting “Presente” to indicate that 

God’s saints were present with them.  They were proclaiming the reality that not 

only the Lord was with them but also all the saints.
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  They were proclaiming that 

the presence and influence of the saints were still felt among them. 

Today, we celebrate All Saints Sunday.  We remember those persons who 

have influenced us in some significant ways.  Their contributions in the formation 

and development of our faith is still fresh in our lives.  All Saints Sunday is the 

church’s Memorial Day, a time to remember and give thanks to God for those who 

have died in the faith. 
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Most of those who affected our lives in some meaningful ways were 

ordinary people who had lived each day faithfully and responsibly.  Their life of 

faith and their obedience to God, no matter what happened to them, became great 

examples for us.  The way they lived, served, and loved made a major impact in 

our lives.  Think of all the Christians who made an impact in your lives.   

William Carey (1761-1834) was a cobbler with very little education in rural 

England.  Soon after he dedicated his life to the Lord, he began thinking about 

going to India as a pioneer missionary.  However, his father discouraged him 

because a mission work required a good education in those days.  Missionaries 

needed be able to translate the Bible into the vernacular languages of their target 

audiences.  William Carey did not have such training or academic qualification,  

but William Carey answered, “I can plod.”  Indeed, that is what he did.  He taught 

himself enough Greek, Hebrew and Latin to translate the Bible into many of 

India’s major languages such as Bengali, Marathi, Hindi, Sanskrit and many 

others.
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  His faithfulness inspired many people for mission work.  He was an 

ordinary person who did extraordinary work because of his faithfulness. 

God accomplishes mighty things for his kingdom through ordinary people 

who are faithful, and are willing to be obedient to him.   

One of the characteristics of the Fruit of the Spirit is faithfulness.  When a 

person is obedient to the Lord, he becomes faithful to the Lord and becomes 

faithful in the work he does.  That faithfulness is often what inspires other people.   

As we get older, we can have a profound influence on young people around 

us.  American writer Kurt Vonnegut, once suggested that our existence is to make 

an impact in young people’s lives.   

In USA TODAY’s “Opinion Line,” Vonnegut once shared a letter he 

received from a woman who was questioning if it was a good idea to bring a new 

baby into this world.  She raised that question because she was pregnant.  She 

wanted to know if it would be a mistake to bring a little baby into this troublesome 

world.  Vonnegut responded by saying: “What made being alive almost 

worthwhile for me was the saints I met.  They could be almost anywhere.  By 

saints, I meant the ordinary people who behave decently and honorably in 
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societies…Perhaps many of us…regardless of our ages or power or wealth, can be 

saints for her child to meet.”
3
 

Vonnegut is right that we all need to live faithfully and responsibly each and 

every day so that those around us, especially young people, may see us and be 

positively influenced by us.   

It’s like the story that Tony Campolo once shared about a drunk who had a 

radical conversion experience at the Bowery Mission.  His name was Joe.  Prior to 

his conversion, Joe had gained the reputation of being hopeless.  He was dirty and 

drunk all the time.  He was miserable and hopeless.  After he accepted Christ as his 

Lord and savior, his life was changed completely.  Joe became the most caring 

person at the mission.  He spent all day at the mission doing whatever that needed 

to be done.  There wasn’t anything that Joe would not do to serve the people.     

No matter what people asked him to do, he did it gladly.   He never 

considered any work to be beneath him, no matter how dirty and unpleasant it was.  

Sometimes, he needed to clean up the vomit after an alcoholic threw up.  

Sometimes, he needed to scrub the toilets after careless men left the rest room 

filthy.   

Joe did all this work with a soft smile on his face.  He was just thankful that 

he had a chance to help and to serve the Lord.  Everyone knew about Joe’s before 

and after; and everyone appreciated him. 

One evening, the director of the mission delivered his evening message.  

There was the usual crowd who heard his message many times.  But that particular 

night, there was one man who came down the aisle, and at the prayer rails he knelt 

to pray.  He was drunk, but it was obvious he wanted to be free from his drinking.  

He cried out to God for help.  He asked the Lord to change him and deliver him.  

This man kept shouting, “Oh God!  Make me like Joe!  Make me like Joe, O Lord!  

Make me like Joe!  Make me like Joe!” 

The director of the mission leaned over and said to the man, “Son, I think it 

would be better if you prayed make me like Jesus!” 

The man looked up at the director with a quizzical expression on his face 

and asked, “Is he like Joe?”
4
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That’s it, isn’t it?  Being a saint is being an ordinary person living faithfully 

and responsibly.  That’s what being a saint is all about.  Saints were not perfect 

people; but they lived a life of obedience, obedient to the Lord.  As a result of their 

obedience, they became faithful.  On this All Saints Sunday, let us dedicate 

ourselves to living a life of obedience and faithfulness.   
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